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Hi everybody and welcome to 2018. 

 

Happy new year to all as we enter the 14th consecutive 

year of Cloudhopper’s Newsletters. Apologies for the 

lack of a December offering, there literally was no 

content to give to you.   

 New year, and hopefully a fully re energised 

return to the fold for all you lovely pilots, and budding 

pilots who embrace our form of flying. January 

traditionally is a month where people start looking 

forward to whatever they are planning for the year 

ahead and whilst I’m all for that, the one thing I will 

touch on this edition is the state of our sector in  

ballooning, which without being rude- is in seriously 

good health.    

 

     For your reading this month we have:   

  Review of the 2017 production figures. 

 Martin and Sandy Mitchell’s new O-31 

 The BBC Blue Peter Project. 

 What is currently about second hand. 

 Car Stickers from Cloudhoppers.Org 

 Icicle Balloon Meet 2018. 

 

Please send to me your items for inclusion in future 

editions of the newsletter to the email address below. 

Without any more waiting let’s get into the newsletter  

 

     Steve Roake- Editor: Steve.roake33@gmail.com 
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1, Ed Speak- 2018 and what do we want from it? 

 

Nice title for a topic wouldn’t you say? In essence the answer is I don’t 

know. In a real-world scenario, I’d like the competition for hopper sales to 

hot up with people like Lindstrand Technologies stepping up to the plate.  

However, the churn over of staff at Oswestry doesn’t bode well, the 

hopper bottom end is still on the drawing board and whilst they have 

produced some great products in 2017, hoppers aren’t some of them as 

they seemed fairly low priority. 

Even in Chambley they had a deal where you order a regular balloon 

and they would throw a hopper in to sweeten the deal, but did anyone 

buy it? 

 For me the one thing I’d love to see mature in 2018 is a remote way 

to read your fuel contents on your photo or tablet. Will it happen? Well 

why not if those with their collective brain powers get together and sort it 

out. The days of getting a cricked neck swivelling to peer into a mirror 

should be over by now. All I think we the clients need to do is make the 

manufacturers aware of our needs for this product and our desire to 

replace the aged technique with something more practical. 

 Cameron Balloons continues to expand their product range with a 

new model for 2018. A specific project allowed them to build the first of 

another size in this case a 21,000 cubic foot envelope. The first example is 

for the special project that has been in the offing for a long time with the 

BBC and specifically the program Blue Peter. Details of this are within this 

edition of the newsletter later for you to enjoy. 

 With the demise of the traditional Mid Season Little and Large Meet 

(see News later), there is an opportunity for another event. Any place that 

meets the criteria required (i.e. decent launch site, local gas supply and 

ability to cater for all tastes in accommodation) will be considered and 

ideas can be sent to me. One example being talked about is Castle 

Howard. 

 

        Steve Roake 
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2, Essential Extras –  My Latest PRM’s 

  

Now I know I’ve been going on before about PRM radios but following on 

from Losing my FDC460A at Chambley during the record hopper flight, I 

have actually bought the replacement product and thought I’d share 

with you my initial findings. This time around I’ve paid slightly more money 

for a brand I trust, plumping for the Motorola TLKR80 Extreme Walkie-

Talkies. Looking at the specifications, with a 10km range and a more 

compact sizing that has heavy duty casings, I believe that for the cost 

they will do a great job. 

 

 
 

 Criticisms so far? Only the one. Whilst the setup is made for double 

charging facility at the same time, unlike the previous PRM’s I had, you 

don’t just slide the whole unit into a cradle and start to charge, what you      

have to do (which is time consuming), is remove the batteries from each  

    unit and then place them in the charging holder which seems a little  

      backward to me.    

 How they act in the field, remains to be seen but being made by  

                Motorola who have a good level of experience in these things I 

                    expect them to work adequately and for the cost (£73-99) I  
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won’t be complaining.  They come in a decent sturdy travel case, 

complete with lanyards and remote earpieces and boom microphone 

attachments.  

        

3, The Features Section – 2017 Hopper Production Figures. 

         

This may be hard to believe, but since I’ve been doing Newsletters (which 

is 2004), there hasn’t been such a productive year for Cloudhoppers as 

2017 was. The figures show that our section of the marketplace is in very 

rude health and that the popularity of the sport continues to grow. 

Evidence of supporting data with this fact comes from continued 

demand to join the Facebook page, but at the end of the day the facts 

speak for themselves.  

 In 2017 some 14 new hoppers were registered to the UK registry. The 

only surprising statistic with this is that only one was a Homebuilt product 

and the rest were production items. One is dubious since there hasn’t 

been a reported sighting of it and I fear it isn’t built as yet. 

So, let’s go into the details fuller. For continuity I am only focussing on 

balloons built and registered for the UK market from Jan1st 2017-31st 

December 2017. Starting with the most prolific manufacturer of the year, 

Cameron Balloons. 

A total of eight envelopes were built split as follows  

 

Cam O-26 .  3 built. G-CKSW, G-MOUZ and G-OCGD 

Cameron Z-31 1 built. G-CJRK 

Cameron O-31 4 Built. G-CJWY, G-CJYJ,G-CJXK, and G-CKTW. 

 

Next up came Ultramagic Balloons with four Envelopes. 

 

UM H-31’s  3 built. G-CIOV, G-CKBJ, G-CKHJ. 

UM H-42    1 built. G-CKJT.  

 

  Next comes the dubious one. Registered on 20th March 2017 was 

     G-CKAO by Lindstrand Technologies Ltd but questionable if this has  

         actually, made it into production as yet. 
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And finally, a new Home built by Ron Griffin G-CKAI which is an RG-28. In 

comparison with other years 2017 has been prolific and if 2018 is half as 

good then the world will be a good place to be in as a hopper pilot. 

 

The 2018 Icicle Refrozen  Balloon Meet by Steve Roake. 

 

The third Icicle Refrozen took place over the first weekend of January at 

the Donnington Grove Hotel complex in Newbury run as ever by the 

3/4/40 Balloon Club. Whilst the weather didn’t exactly play ball 

throughout the weekend some activity was possible and the trade show 

still attracted a fair amount of people keen to see what’s new in the 

industry.  

 The weather leading up to the event was marginal at best and 

arriving around 7-30am on Saturday 6th January it was clear to see that if 

there was to be any activity it would be only on this one slot. The briefing 

confirmed what we all thought with upper winds very fast at 25knots at 

1000ft, and a surface speed of between 3 and 8 knots in the vicinity. The 

country was surrounded by fronts with expected rain arriving from a cold 

front moving in front the south and yet a north easterly flow taking 

precedence. 

  Low Cloudbase kept all except one on the ground and with the 

pilot in question disappearing into cloud before 1000ft within sight of the 

launch field it really was questionable whether the free flight should have 

been allowed to take place. 

 Unfortunately, amongst the nine balloons which emerged from the 

trailers no hopper activity was amongst them, not really too surprising as it 

really wasn’t hopper weather. This didn’t mean the event hadn’t any 

hopper orientated content but the activity was more behind the scenes 

rather than in front of it. The two, available second-hand 31A envelopes 

were present for potential buyers to see the goods and one completed a 

sale over the two days, whilst the second did receive offers (if slightly 

unrealistic valuations by people not being serious). 

 

      Innovation by Lindstrand Technologies 

 

 One thing that occurred during the event was that Lindstrand 

                  Technologies founder Per Lindstrand was on hand to announce  
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they have produced a composite based Fuel cylinder and the prototype   

was on hand in 60 litre guise. First thing to note with a new cylinder   

                 is the amount of cycling that is undertaken of pressurisation to  

ensure the thing is safe. Something north of 20,000 cycles ensures that the 

tank isn’t porous and fit for purpose. This is no easy process and therefore 

just achieving this stage is commendable. 

 

 
Prototype Carbon Fibre Tank by Lindstrand Technologies. 

 

   For anyone interested in the production technique, the cylinder is  

                    produced in Europe mounted on a mandrel and is then  

 



   
 

Issue Number102 December 2017 /January 2018 
 

                                                          

                                  Newsletter supported by  
. 

   Cloudhopper News 

filament wound. In other words, continuous pre-impregnated carbon fibre 

is wound on the mandrel at various directions building the strength              

where the designers require it. Layers can be directly applied on  

previous layers until you achieve the desired thickness which I was told 

was between 5-10mm but I suspect (due to my knowledge of the 

medium) would actually be less. This is then encapsulated in a bag which 

is sealed and the air extracted and would be cooked in an autoclave at 

high temperature in a thermoset process. In the pressurised autoclave the 

fibres compress forming the toughened skin surface. Following the cure, 

the component can then be drilled and tapped so that the fittings can 

go on. Even the prototype’s value stems were 3d printed so new  

technologies are filtering down to ballooning. Sure, the prototype was a 

bit rough and ready in terms of finish, but it is purely tinsel and glitter in the 

big scheme of things. Weighing in at an empty weight of only 9kgs and 

with planned pricing competitive with new steel cylinder prices, Lindstrand 

Technologies are pushing the barriers with their technology and should be 

commended for it.  Watch this space for further information. 

 It is interesting that this kind of technology is coming into ballooning 

but it does raise an issue with me. Having had 30 odd years in the 

production business where composites are concerned, where will be the 

expertise to say if a composite tank is fit for purpose when inspected?  

Quite clearly the current inspectors have no such knowledge of this 

unique medium and more importantly the knowledge of what is and isn’t 

achievable with this medium, particularly in terms of damage and repair 

possibilities. I’m assuming there will be some workshops to bring them up to 

speed on this subject. 

 Anyway all of this is stuff for the future and must not detract from the 

bold step taken to introduce them. 

 As stated earlier, a hopper was sold second hand at the Icicle 

Refrozen and this shows that interest is still incredibly high amongst people 

wishing to enter our sport. The new owner is now actively searching for a 

bottom end for it which in itself is a nightmare because so few are     

  available on the second-hand market.  This highlights also the value in  

      buying a new bottom end for the following reasons. Firstly, with  

         something new you shouldn’t have worries about reliability or  

            performance issues (which are naturally up there on the worry  

                  stakes when you have a single burner one tank set up).  
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  Secondly, as an investment with residuals so high as an owner, you are 

pretty much assured of a good return on your outlay should you decide to 

sell. As examples I would highlight Mark 2 LBL hopper bottom ends which 

now regularly exceed their original prices when sold on second hand. 

I do think also that the deal we have with my discount code at 

Cameron’s is also a significant saving against list price. CAM01SJR gets 

you a 10% reduction, and any saving these days is worth having in my 

books.  

So that was the Icicle Refrozen balloon meet 2018, certainly worth going 

to, especially with Josep llado from Ultramagic giving a fine after dinner 

speech in what wasn’t his native language. Thanks to the organisers for 

their collective efforts. 

 

Steve Roake   

      

Cameron Balloons / Blue Peter Project  

 

Just prior to christmas, The BBC announced a competition that would 

involve viewers from their Blue Peter program which is celebrating 60 years 

of Broadcasting to the nation. Children were invited to submit entries to 

help design a new Blue Peter Balloon which would feature the traditional 

Galleon design on one side and the winning entry on the other . This isnt 

the first time that the BBC have turned to Cameron Balloons to celebrate 

the program with a previous contract completed to celebrate 40 years 

with the envelope surviving today in the hands of Chris Dunkley. 

 Unlike the previous colaboration, the new Balloon would allow a 

presenter from the show to fly subject to obtaining a license, a brand new 

model cloudhopper utilising the same fabric as previously used in the Solar 

balloon project. The presenter selected is 22 year old Lindsay Russell who is 

currently learning to fly in Italy in the capable hands of Gianni Aimo. 

 This project (which has been three years in the making), will utilise a 

brand new Cameron O-21 hopper (c/n 12169) which will be G- registered    

    and Im told by spokesman Simon Askey that it will be Ultralight weight  

     compared to the super light weight current models in the range .  

           The competition to design one side of the envelope, was opened  

              to the viewers of the program for two weeks and in three age  
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categories. The ultimate winning entry will receive a framed Visual of the 

balloon , and will be guest of the day at a special tour of the factory 

where they will be presented with their Orange Blue Peter badge. 

 

 
 

  Lindsay Russell at a recent Cameron Balloons Visit. 

 

Naturally the winner will also be invited to be present at the first inflation of 

the completed balloon when it is finnished.  

  This is not only a good piece of publicity for the BBC and Cameron 

Balloons, it also puts Cloudhoppers squarely into the public eye and im 

sure that the subsequent additional publicity that will be generated will 

only promote Cloudhopping to a new audience that can only do good 

for our segment of the marketplace. 

I also understand that some clear objectives for how the balloon will 

be operated have been defined and as and when they can be made 

public , I will be delighted to share the information with you when I am  

   allowed to. Naturally, I know more details but am sorry but at this stage  

    I am not at liberty to divulge further as yet.  

 The initial visual of the balloon is shown below , however news of the  

              winner is not yet known. Many thanks to Simon for his help in  

                     collating the information on this article for us. 
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4, Homebuilding Section 

 

In recent weeks there has been action via facebook to open up the 

American homebuilding knowledge pool to a wider audience with the 

formation of a new group specifically aimed at Homebuilders. The idea 

behind the intiative is to be able to spread the amazing amount of 

acquired knowledge amassed by the thriving community for the benefit 

of all, particularly with the idea of promoting and being a central 

databank for any budding builders . 

 If you are interested in joining this growing group then apply by 

going to the page at Facebook using the link below. 

 

 Try U.S. Experimental Balloon Builders at Facebook 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/155210848601478/?ref=group_header
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Advertisement 
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5, Interesting Photos 

 

Seen at Chateau D’oex this month by Martin and Sandy Mitchell this 

month were the following hoppers. 

 

 
 

HB-QVQ UM H42 is the ex G-OOCH c/n 42/03. 
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6, New Allocations This Month / Changes of Ownership  

 

G-CKTW Cameron O-31 for Sandy and Martin Mitchell 

 

The last new allocation of 2017 was for Cameron O-31 G-CKTW destined for 

Sandy and Martin Mitchell and has been named Harlequin by its owners. This is a 

very significant purchase for a number of reasons. This was a Cameron “Stock 

Hopper” advertised on Cloudhoppers.org and nowhere else. It was the first ever 

negotiated by myself directly with Cameron Balloons specifically for this site and I 

was fortunate enough to be able to price the product myself with their blessings. 

This meant that the final purchase price represented a decent percentage 

saving over the companies list price, and personally I am delighted that the deal 

was done as it vindicates selling through our medium. 
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 As you can see comparing the original visual with the actual balloon  

        doesn’t do justice to the vibrancy of the colours. Photo with thanks Sandy  

          Mitchell . G-CKTW is a Cameron O-31 with c/n 11991. 
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Martin Mitchell adds in his own words what happened to make the           

purchase possible.  

Way back in January Sandy spotted an advert on the cloudhoppers 

Facebook page for a Cameron stock O-31 envelope and jokingly said I 

think I have just found us our new hopper.   

Fast forward to the Bristol balloon fiesta, and whilst enjoying our now 

annual tradition of a fish and chips supper with Eddy Pattyn, Karine de 

Backer and Bob Garnett we were joined for a beer by Mark “stumpy” 

Stelling. Mark had just got off the phone with Geoff Lane and told us that if 

we had any PPIs Geoff was the man to talk to so I fired off a quick SMS to 

Geoff and though nothing more of it. 

Now we are in October and find ourselves at a ballooning trade day held 

in Sint-Niklaas Belgium talking to Simon Askey and discuss the possibility of 

being able to purchase their stock O-31 if our PPI claims go our way.  

Simon was happy to say that whilst they did have a few enquiries the 

balloon was still available at that time. 

Now back in the UK, (yes, we do actually spend some time at home 

believe it or not) we are given some good news from Geoff and where 

extremely happy to be able to make a call to Simon at the factory and 

secure the purchase of a brand new Cameron O-31 superlight hopper.  

G-CKTW has been named Harlequin to fit in with the multi-colour of the 

envelope and continue the circus theme of our previous hopper “Monty”. 

A quick trip down to Bristol 4 weeks later and we now have Harlequin in 

the boot of the car.  The next day I manage to get home in time to go to 

our local private airfield where by coincidence we are met by Rupert 

Stanley who had just landed his autogyro.  Rupert, wondering why we 

were laying out tarps on the end of the runway agreed to lend us a 

hand.  With Rupert on the crown line and Sandy on the mouth, I 

tentatively lit the burner and started the hot inflation.  I did a quick tether 

in order for Sandy to get some pictures and then strapped her into the 

chair so that I could finally get to see the envelope in all her glory.     

 WOW what a fantastic job Cameron balloons do on their superlight  

     envelopes.  I am very much looking forward to the maiden flight when  

         the weather finally gets its act together and becomes suitable. 
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 A massive thank you to all involved in making this possible for Sandy and 

I.  We are very appreciative to be able to purchase a Brand-New 

envelope. 

 

Sandy & Martin Mitchell 

 

This now means that the system flown by Martin is now totally Cameron 

with G-CKTW joining their Millennium Bottom end previously purchased. 

 

 
 

Another view of G-CKTW on its first inflation in December. 
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           New “Stock Hopper” for sale, exclusively to Cloudhoppers.org readers 
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Following on from our success with selling G-CKTW, we have now a 

second “stock Hopper” offering for you our viewers. In this case the 

specially designed option is a creation of your editor who submitted the 

design for approval by Cameron Balloons. 

 This specific design retails at our unique price point of £8670 which 

includes the price of the scoop and VAT payment. Clearly this represents 

a decent percentage saving compared with the list prices which have 

just been revised for 2018. 

 To purchase the above offering please contact Cameron Balloons 

directly on +44(0)117 9637216 and ask to speak to either Craig or Simon. 
 

Second Hand Movements 

 

Some Second-Hand activity occurred at this year’s Icicle Balloon Meet. There 

were two very keenly priced 31’s around and the first, G-DNGR a Colt 31A 

changed hands during the weekend. The former Graham Bell USA based 

envelope was back in the UK and after a short advertising campaign using the 

Cloudhopper’s Facebook page was snapped up by Martyn Turner from 

Wellingborough.  Advertised at a very reasonable £1500, if this balloon brings 

Martyn 40-50 hours of fun then it is very good money well spent. 

 

 
G-DNGR Colt 31A. 
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Expect to see Martyn achieve his lifelong ambition to join the hopper set as soon 

as he secures a bottom end to match the envelope. 

 Reported a few months ago G-BVRL the Lindstrand 21A has moved on 

from previous owners Tim Orchard and Marie Banks to a new owner. Adam 

Faulkner is the lucky recipient of the purchase although this still needs to be 

reflected on the CAA website. 

 In mid-January, Linda Crossland-Clarke announced that Ultramagic H-42 

G-OOCH had been sold. The envelope was delivered to a new owner in time for 

Chateau D’oex festival and has taken the Swiss registration HB-QVQ. 

 

7. Gallery Pages – 

 

Your Editor’s choice of new and interesting hoppers and duo’s active in the  

world of ballooning. 

 

 
 

Martin Mitchell caught Lind Tech Hopper G-CJHV  
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 Also seen by Martin Mitchell was F-HITI Cameron Z-31 

 Both Balloons featured at Chateau D’oex 2018. 
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8, Manufacturer / Event News/ Industry News 

 

After four successful years of running it, Dave Such has called time on his 

Little and large Meet. Initiated at Sackville lodge and then transferred to 

Lakeside lodge Pidley, the format for this very friendly meet was very good 

and the event was generally well received by all who attended. Dave has 

reluctantly decided that the amount of effort involved in running the 

event diminished his enthusiasm for holding it and so has closed the entries 

for 2018. Firstly, on behalf of anyone who attended it I would like to thank 

both Dave and Mark his partner for all their efforts.  Also, a swift vote of 

thanks to David Hopkins for allowing the event to take place at his site. 

Moving forward I believe there is still sufficient interest in holding an early 

season hopper-based event which doesn’t require too much 

organisational skills but has a decent launch site, local available gas 

supplies and various accommodation options to suit all budgets.   

Castle Howard has been mentioned as a possible site for an event but 

should you know or a good venue please get in touch with me because 

this is an area I want to pursue going forward. 

     I think we are talking about potentially 10-15 regular attendees on a   

very relaxed casual basis, just enjoying the flying with minimum admin  

duties, and any effort to re-instigate this event in a different name will  

have my backing.  

 

Facebook membership continues to rise with the current level of 1159 

current and still rising. Let’s hope this trend continues. 

All articles for inclusion in future issues will be gratefully received by               

your Editor. Please forward them to steve.roake33@gmail.com   

and feedback good, bad or indifferent is always welcome.  

Views aired by contributors may not be those of the Editor. 

Safe and happy hopping!   Steve Roake. 

 

For all previous newsletters visit www.cloudhoppers.org/Newsletters. 
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