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Welcome to your November Cloudhopper News. 

And more importantly welcome to the new revised 2021 

look to the Newsletter which in my humble opinion 
required refreshing. My thanks to good friend Jim Findlay 
for his help with this design, which hopefully reflects 
something more in tune with 2021 designs.   

Naturally, all Magazines need content and during this  

Lockdown, Covid -19, shutdown, flying deprived times 
We find ourselves in, this is getting increasingly harder 
To achieve, but I will do my very best to ensure what  
Information there is out there is coming your way. 
 Traditionally this time of year Id reflect on the  

state of the marketplace and who has sold what in 2020  
however as there has been little flying so sales have  
diminished and, it won’t take long to conclude who had 
what. I will also probably be advised to wish you all a  
very happy Christmas right now as the likelihood of  

another magazine before the New Year is next to zero. 
 Please don’t all be gloom and doom about the 
prospects for the new year, unfortunately the first event  
of the year the Icicle Refrozen Meet has gone by the  
way of most of the others in recent months and won’t be  
happening so no trade show to pick up on juicy gossip 

or thoughts from the manufacturers on what is occurring, 
but I periodically rattle their cages anyway for news  
relating to us, so as soon as anything of note is known, 
I will be printing it right here. 
 There are a couple of topics I can tell you about  

And will endeavour to add content as soon as I know it, 
but what we have is what we can say and that is all. 
 
Anything for inclusion in future editions, please send as  
ever to, steve.roake33@gmail.com thanks.   

    

1, Ed speak- Where we are at (November 2020). 
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As I write this, Mid November and its teeming down with rain and “blowing a 
Hooley” outside, my mind always reminds me of those choice golden days of 
summer where we indulged in the things we loved best. Sure 2020 was terrible 
by anyone’s standards and I think myself lucky to have achieved currency in the 
current climate, but, with hopes emerging of a virus antidote coming from 

people like Pfizer we can slowly start to think about some events for next year.   
For UK people , there are two events already established on the Calendar. 
Firstly, the Bi-annual BBML has a date and a venue of Pidley, all be it not at the 
golf course and in a field close by, and on the Saturday 24th April. There is always 
some Hopper activity attached to this event and I for one have it pencilled into 

my new 2021 Diary(yes, I’m old school).   
 Secondly the third Midlands Balloon Festival is planned again back at 
Ragley Hall in the West Midlands. Returning to the more suitable original site was 
a master stroke by the organisers and should be commended. June the 4th -6th 
are the dates and I think entries may have already closed for this.  

 End of the year is always a time for reflection on where you are at 
personally, and for me whilst 2020 hasn’t been the most prolific in terms of flying , 
in terms of my kit I’m very happy to be going into 2021 with a three-year old 
Millennium bottom end which has only flown some 22 hours and a 2020 
Cameron O-31 with only 2.5 hours on it. My two fuel tanks are good, my fan is as 
reliable as ever( I can’t say how much I really rate the Um 3hp hopper fan- 

awesome), and there is little I need going forward except to fly the socks off the 
damned thing. 
 I think if you emerge from 2020 being current with your license 
requirements, you can pat yourself on the back since it hasn’t been easy to stay 
valid with all the protocols for lockdown and very limited ability to just get out 

there and fly. This just gives us some space to get breathing before we have to 
do it all over again but hopefully with things easing in the future the ability to 
stay legal should become decidedly easier in 2021. 
 Final thoughts on 2020 , besides the quality of second-hand equipment 
which has become available(all in great condition at decent prices), the newly 

registered stuff in 2020 includes a new type (to be discussed further in this 
edition), which can only be a good thing moving forward. 
 
Steve Roake   
 

2, Essential Extra’s 
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I had hoped that someone would come up with a great idea for Christmas that 
could be put in the essential extra’s column this month , but alas nothing has 
materialised. I would just remind you all that there is a Tee Shirt design out there 
currently which might make a nice gift. £20 (to the UK) would get you one of 
these , available in Red , Blue or Black piping. Please if you want some get in 

touch and email me . In the lack of Essential Extra’s how about a T -shirt? 
 

 
 

      Front view              Rear View 
 

Please note the logo on the back comes in the colour you choose for the 
sleeves, so obviously red in this instance . steve.roake33@gmail.com is the 
contact address.  
  If you have a specific phrase for the front this can also be incorporated. Just let 
me know of your specific desires. 

 

Advertisement 
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Cloudhoppers News is sponsored by Icom UK ltd. 
 

 

3,Features Section 
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This isn’t a big me up , but recently I submitted a small article to my local free 
newsletter that is posted through everyone’s letterboxes about Hopping and 
Informing the local residents of what they might encounter  occasionally when I 
am inflating the hopper and so spreading the word to a further audience in 
case there is any interest. 

 

 
 

  Local publicity 
 
I would love to feature any similar publicity you may have achieved in your 

community regarding hoppers so if you have achieved it , feel free to send it to 
me. This is all about getting the word out there to a bigger audience because 
we just don’t know when we are going to successfully sow a seed to the next 
budding enthusiast who has been seeking something new and is looking for a 
platform by which they can express themselves. 
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Kavanagh Enter the market- but with a twist 

 
In news that I have known about for ages , Sean Kavanagh recently sent to me 
this information about a new Kavanagh project that we have been discussing 

for ages. We first spoke about the idea of Kavanagh building a hopper product 
back in early 2017 when Sean was keen to be involved in the world record flight 
in Metz. Due to his work commitments this idea was shelved at that time but the 
germ of a plan was sewn. The problem for Sean was the chicken and the egg 
syndrome, build it and they will come I suggested. Time has passed and 
coupled to a plan to assist a friend establish some record flights down under, 

Sean has returned to the idea, and establishing a planned route but with a twist.  
 

 
The New Kavanagh LS-31. 

 
Christened the Kavanagh Light Sport-31 , the design is actually 31,600 cubic feet 
in size and as you can see from the official release below is aimed at 
homebuilders. 

 
Our design, your build- By Kavanagh Balloons 

Back in 1969 Phil and Wendy Kavanagh along with Phil’s brothers built Little Bear, a 35,000 cubic foot 

balloon made from polyester film and stuck together with glass reinforced tape.  The balloon was flown 

with a homemade burner and a range of bottom ends from a parachute harness to a tubular frame and 

canvas sided basket. 

Although I don’t remember it, I am told my first flight was in this balloon - it was probably while still in 

the womb if not soon after. 
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This homemade balloon was the start of a journey towards production hot air balloons that have 

revolutionised safety and deflation systems, set records, won championships and flown hundreds of 

thousands of passengers in all corners of the globe. 

Despite this, we have not returned to the single person balloons that started it all and the smallest Type 

Certified balloon we produce is 56,000 cubic feet in volume. 

“When are you going to make a hopper?” has been asked by many and the answer has always been 

“When we can justify the certification costs.” 

Sadly, the certification costs have not gone away but 2020 has given us a chance to look at things a little 

bit differently. 

With an opportunity to help a long-time friend and customer, we decided it was time to revisit our roots 

and celebrate and share in the joy of making balloons with the already active amateur built community. 

To that end, the Kavanagh LS project has been born.  These LS models will have one major difference 

from all others produced in our Sydney factory - it won’t be made by us.  It will be made by you. 

We hope that by providing a series of designs that are both aesthetically pleasing and well balanced,  we 

can make the process of home building your own balloon easier and more accessible than ever before.   

In particular we are offering to take the guesswork out of the design part of these projects for those 

builders that don’t want to take on that part of the challenge. 

The first model we are making available is the Kavanagh LS-31.   

The LS-31 is a 12 gore, 31,600 cubic ft hopper envelope with optional rotation vents, full or half height 

panel 1 Nomex and a parachute vent deflation system.  The design is a blend of our popular C and D type 

envelopes giving a modern spin to a traditional shape.  

You will also be choosing, sourcing and justifying your own materials and production techniques and at 

the end of the build you will be applying for your own Special Certificate of Airworthiness 

(Experimental, Amateur built) 

Keep in mind that this is not a certified design.  We are not offering certification or a certified kit-built 

aircraft and we will not be able to make this model in the factory for you.  This will be a full amateur built 

experimental aircraft and you will need to meet the requirements to achieve an Experimental Certificate 

of Airworthiness. 

Sean informs me that whilst the first hopper envelope won’t be the lightest, there 

is already a second version in build now by another person. Price for a kit ready 
for you to build will be around . My only thoughts on this are as  follows . Great 
idea to make kits available to people who want them (so long as they are 
priced accordingly , but I think there may be people out there who would have 
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liked to purchase an envelope completed and if it isn’t type rated does this 
inhibit its ability to fly elsewhere? 

People in hopping meets … 

Alas all those who have been asked to contribute to this section failed to return 
their questions this month . More when we have it. 

4,New Balloons. 

Two very notable new balloons to talk about this month, both for different 
reasons and both have an interesting tale about them. The first is a brand-new 
type never seen before and was purchased by Glen Everett of Maidstone Kent 
and registered to Liz Meek. This long time exponent of Ultramagic Balloons has 

recently registered the first ever Um B-26. Glen has agreed to give us more 
details about the choice of Hopper and will supply a photograph once the 
balloon is delivered but likes his balloons to have his personal input. G-CLOX(c/n 
26/01), was first registered on the 21st October and is the smallest of this popular 
type yet registered. Glen and Liz have recently purchased two B type balloons 

for their own personal use, going lighter on the weights. The B style hopper will 
generate extra interest as it’s a new type. Photograph to follow as soon as I get 
one. 
 
The second was the New Cameron O-31 that I mentioned in the past was 

imminent for a UK buyer. I am very impressed that the buyer in question, Charlie 
Rawson(ex-Cameron Staff), hasn’t even finished her license and has committed 
to a future with Hopping. G-CLPW is her new steed, (c/n 12412)was registered 
on October 9th and Charlie says It is based around the scheme of G-TUTU. More 
information about this in a future edition of the Newsletter when Charlie reveals 
the story behind her choice. Very enthusiastic about Hoppers, Charlie has Simon 

Whatley to rely upon who is also an O type exponent.  
There is also another Cameron O type in the winter build program to extend this 
very popular type even further.  
 

5, Second Hand Balloons. 

 
The stark reality is that demand still outstrips supply here. I had a call recently 
from Simon Askey at Cameron Balloons asking me what stock is available on the 
second-hand market for a potential client from Canada. Such is the demand for 
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good second-hand stock that people think nothing these days of trading 
internationally for what they want. It’s always been a bit like this, but the lack of 
decent stock at affordable prices has never been more apparent than of late. 
One that was resold and snuck through almost unnoticed, G-HOPA LBL35A has 
found a new owner with Jackie Hibberd. 

    

 
 

G-HOPA LBL35A, a very used example by previous owner Steve Burden. 
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   Solo Systems actively supports Cloudhopper News . 

 

 

6,News section 
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BBAC and Licenses 

 
As you all know the subject of UK licenses has become a hot topic in recent 
months with certain misgivings towards the BBAC committee and how they are 

representing the average Pilot. With this in mind and knowing the topic was 
going to be discussed I sat in on the last meeting which lasted over three hours 
on a Zoom conference call. Other concerned individuals also attended (as is 
your right as a member), and whilst the majority of the meeting wasn’t of much 
interest, the licensing topic going forward was. Here is my surmising of the facts 
as presented in the meeting. Please bear in Mind , quite a few members of the 

committee were not aware of what had happened and so were also shocked 
by what they heard. 
 It transpires that a while ago a document was presented to the CAA (at 
short notice) by the Chairman Paul Spellward and with the Chairman of the 
Flying committee (at that time, since resigned),Phil Dunnington’s knowledge, of 

what the BBAC would wish for going forward when we leave Europe. The list of 
desires ranged from topics including examiners to technical stuff but the topic of 
interest was a small section relating to licenses. Now a good portion of the 
debate that ensued was around the Chairman defending his actions and 
stating to the BBAC in the document , that as far as possible The BBAC club 

would like to adhere as far as possible to the EASA BPL going forward. There was 
no comment about retaining the UK PPL or CPL as we currently have and 
therefore the actions of these two individuals (who never discussed their 
proposals with any other members of either the main committee or the flying 
committee), could be regarded as actions of renegades. It was pointed out in 
no uncertain terms to the club chairman that this document needs withdrawing 

forthwith immediately  as it doesn’t reflect the feelings or sentiments of the 
membership who haven’t been consulted on the matter. Whilst not discussed, it 
also brings into question the right of the chairman to represent the membership 
without being responsible to at least the rest of the committee for his actions 
and whether or not he was acting legally?(why isn’t this sorted in the constitution 

I have no idea - but I will endeavour to get the constitution changes going 
forward). Such was the discussion that the chairman felt the document wasn’t 
of particular interest and would just be sat amongst other data at the CAA whilst 
the majority of feelings in the meeting disagreed stating it had set a precedent 
in aligning us to a course of future action with no potential to resist changes 

since a feeling of alignment towards future proposals did not even include a 
topic of retaining what we already have as a proposal. 
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Subsequent discussions led to a future meeting to discuss the topic further with a 
second Zoom conference meeting set for Wednesday 25th November which 
once again I would sit in on. I cannot understand the chairman’s motives for 
suggesting such an alignment. Thank goodness this topic was highlighted and 
discussed and it was thoroughly pointed out on many occasions that the 

committee (including the chairman) are there to represent the membership , 
not their own aims and therefore should be transparent and open in their 
dealings on matters such as this. There is nothing in the Club rules and 
regulations pertaining to who the Chairman of the club is accountable to for his 
/ her actions.  If nothing else, this needs to be changed.  

Following on from the second meeting on the 25th , it was agreed that the 
manifesto as presented to the CAA will be withdrawn in its entirety and a 
working group will formulate our position to be presented to the CAA going 
forward . This means that each and every pilot will have a chance to have their 
say over licenses so I think this is a better idea and a far more transparent use of 

the Committee overseeing this transition. 
 Seems I have to draft a resolution for submission to get the constitution 
amended to include who the chairman is responsible to, if this is the case then I 
will do so and get the proposal seconded by a friend. 
 

7, Interesting Photos 

 
Thomas Gleixner is a very lucky fellow. Just step outside of his house and you are 
surrounded by some of the nicest picture book scenery you could ask for . 
Coupled to that, the lucky fellow is also a Hopper Pilot and is pretty active 
assisting in spreading the good word about Cloudhopping in his native 

Switzerland and increasing the number of hopper pilots there. 
 Now forgive me for being so direct but when you see some of the 
photographs posted by him and his friends when flying in his location , they are 
images to die for and I for one am not at all a little bit jealous of his opportunities 
(much). So here sampled with his permission directly from the Facebook page  

Are a couple of his latest submissions ? 
 I would go as far as to say they are great screensaver shots . 
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Imagine flying here 

 

 
 

Photo by Sandra Shao 
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Another Sandra Shao photograph 

 

 

8, Gallery 

 
Since there is little activity out there at present I have combined these two 
sections for this month and as there are few new balloons that are new that 
have not been displayed as photographs, I am going to indulge myself with 
those balloons which are UK based and as rare as Rocking Horse Poo. 

I frequently ask about the status of balloons that just don’t get seen and these 
displayed below will inevitably be repeats of previous times I have done this as 
they remain elusive and hard to find as being both active and publicly seen 
invariably because the owner has a convoluted lifestyle involving plenty of time 
abroad or they are just invariably very private about the way they go fly. 

Some of this is regionalisation, some of it is just these things aren’t active like most 
hoppers . Anyway, without further waffling on my part, let’s get into the list .  
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G-CCHP “Chalk and Cheese” Cameron Z-31 registered 2003 to Mark Redman  
This is the only photo , clearly taken on its’ test inflation ever seen, and yet as of 

December 2018 it had flown 31 hours . Would love to see this at the BBML 
inflation day next April, anyone know him?  
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Same deal with this one. G-JEMZ Ultramagic H-31 registered to James Atkinson 
of Dorchester on 7th October 2016. The G-info CAA site has this with a mere 9 
hours flown total time.  
 

 
 

Seen here on its test inflation G-JEMZ, photo credit Ultramagic Balloons. 
But also, thanks to Peter Gray for locating it. 
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Another not much travelled Hopper is G-SKOT Cameron V-42. Built in the year 
2000, this rare hopper has only 44 hours total time on it and rarely would be seen 
outside of Scotland , occasionally going to Strathaven Balloon festival for its C of 
A. 
 

 
 

Photo credit to Christian Mittag for G-SKOT , but also to  
Peter Gray for once again locating a Photo. 
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G-BOLR Thunder and Colt 21A.This is the rarest of the three Legendary Pepsi 
Hoppers and once again it would be impressive to be able to get the three 
together once again for a photo shoot. Chris Sainger Davis has this particular 
hopper. 
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And Finally 

 
Many thanks to all those who contributed to this Newsletter and all the others in 
2020. Whilst it has been a weird year for all of us, looking forward it will be nice to 

catch up and fly together on a launch field real soon. 
For the statisticians of you out there , our Facebook membership continues to 
expand with over 1600 members now. 
 Late addition, The Icicle Refrozen Balloon Meet has just announced that 
at their virtual event in January is record holder and hopper enthusiast Pauline 
Baker as their guest speaker which sounds very interesting. To get you into the 

mood of her incredible exploits here is a link to one of her 10 record flights.  
 
Here is a video of Pauline's incredible Ax3 Female World Record flight to 13,352ft 
in January 2008... https://youtu.be/wUgtNyLO0X 
 

Credit to Jonathan Harris 
 
And Now the usual stuff . Views aired in the magazine may not necessarily be 
that of the editor and are as far as possible copied directly from the 
contributor’s submission. 

 
Thanks to everyone for your support and please keep spreading the word wider.  
Hoppers are only going to get more and more popular as pilots migrate to the 
most efficient way to fly with the best efficiency for your money. 
 
Please send all submissions for future editions to Steve.roake33@gmail.com  
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