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Welcome to Cloudhopper News.  
 
Welcome to your July edition of your lighter than air 
publication and an update on all that is happening in our 
world currently. Normally this would be your mid-summer 
overview of all those events we have been to and a look 
forward to things like Bristol fiesta, but we are in changing 
times so this Newsletter will reflect that in its content.   
Some have been flying – but not too many so the lack of 
reports means I can only give you what I know as 
happening when it occurs.  

In this edition we explore the next Person in 
Hopping with an in-depth chat with. 
 Following the recent passing of both Steve Burden 
and wife Geli with unrelated illnesses, David Head gives 
us his appreciation of this lovely couple and the tragic 
loss to our community. Steve was very prominent in 
hopping with frequent visits back to the UK to attend the 
One Man meet and he was also one of the most active 
of hopper pilots , so will be sadly missed by all who knew 
him. 
 Douglas Hoddinott gives us some industry news 
from Kubicek balloons, who it seems are getting more 
interested in our sector of the market. 
 Then we discuss why anyone would bother at this 
stage transitioning to an EASA LAPL license? 
     
                  Steve Roake -Editor 
              Email address: steve.roake33@gmail.com 
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1,Ed Speak- Here we are Mid July – all I want to do is fly!  
 
So here we are Mid July and as the heading says, all I want to do is go fly 
the new hopper. I got the opportunity to tether the new balloon at a park 
near to my house the other day, predominantly as a shake down test and 
a check to see that everything was in order with the new kit and whilst a 
couple of things needed some sorting , generally I was happy with the 
results.  
 

 
 

First tether captured by Bill Teasdale. 
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I can’t say at this stage I’m enamoured with the Velcro Tabs but I’ll keep 
an eye on them and if they will be an issue going forward will get them 
changed. 
         Even something as simple as a park tether has changed for me since 
Farnborough became controlled airspace. I needed to ring them prior to 
the tether as I live under CTR1 and inform them of my intentions and give 
details and then phone again at the conclusion of the task. Things like this 
put me off flying locally which has never been particularly enjoyable flying 
on the ordinance survey 186 map with all its S/A’s. Trouble is (as was 
pointed out to me), not being “in the know” to procedures isn’t a line of 
defence should you err from the path, so from that point of view it was 
good to shake down the process.  
 I have other options thanks to kind friends but both of these entail 
journeys of at least an hour to get to uncontrolled airspace to be able to 
fly and again this is a pain. This I will do to achieve the level of currency 
required to maintain my licence going forward (and if this is all I do this 
year it will be enough for me in the current climate).  
 I spoke recently with John Tyrell who is still doing all the necessary 
pre-planning work for the One Man Meet which still needs doing whether 
or not the event actually goes ahead ( so thanks for that John and 
Wendy), and we are hopeful that something will take place but more on 
that nearer the time clearly. All I can say on the subject, is that last year’s 
venue is no longer viable going forward so we will most probably relocate 
to another place for 2020, if and when it happens.  
 There is also news from Kubicek Balloons and it is nice of Douglas 
Hoddinott (the UK dealer), to inform us of things happening with them and 
dangle the prospect of more news shortly from the Czech manufacturer.  
Naturally, what I do know for now is in this edition and as and when I know 
more , you will be the first people to know.    

Polyester in a hopper opens up lots of questions , but they seem to 
achieve great results in their bigger craft, so there is no reason to not 
believe long hours duration of the fabric will be possible.    

Once again in unprecedented times – please take care of  
    yourselves and when we can all congregate together once more I look    
        forward to seeing you all on a launch field .  
 
                Stay safe , Take care out there . 
                     Steve Roake- Editor.  
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2, Essential Extras – The Tacklife Ignitor. 
 
Before you all say “oh no not another bloody ignitor”, but this one is 
different. A while ago I alerted you all to the Tacklife when Greg Winker 
introduced us to them . This is really a bit of an update in the item since he 
very graciously sent me one in the post and its now arrived.  
 

  
 

Tacklife Ignitor. 
 

So, what’s the score on this and why is it different? Firstly, it is powered by 
a lithium-ion rechargeable battery that is charged using a USB connector. 
The power raises to 7KV with a frequency of around 15kz which according 
to the Chinese manufacturers can generate high frequency and high 
voltage shocks , which shock the air with an environmentally friendly 
clean low carbon electricity. They claim one charge will last hundreds of 
applications. You just slide the orange cover backwards and depress the 
plunger for a guaranteed spark . 
 On the side of the ignitor is an indicator light that when charging 
signifies that the unit is receiving power and it goes out when fully 
charged. 
 Two downsides as far as I can see. Number one the length of the 
ignitor isn’t the largest and I’ve always appreciated an ignitor you can 
really poke into the block when needed.  Secondly, there is no loop to  
  attach it to a lanyard .I’m sure something can be jury rigged but for our   
     application. I will see how it goes with usage . 
 More information on the product , try Ebay, and type in Tacklife   
               classic candle ignitor ELY02 and you’ll find it for around £12-15  
                   from the USA plus postage of around £15.  
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3,The Features Section 
 
Interesting People in Hopping(No. 4) meets –. 
 
Alas no body returned their questions in time -hopefully more next time. 
 
An Appreciation of Steve Burden. 
 
Fairly recently we lost a friend who happened to fly Hoppers extensively. 
Steve Burden was a very nice man who had varied interests from 
Grandfather clocks through to vintage Motorcycles, and both he and his 
recently departed wife Geli were very open approachable folks who 
were great company, a font of knowledge , and absolutely passionate 
about flying hoppers. Steve’s Lindstrand 35A had completed over 240 
hours of flying by the time of his demise. It is very hard to sum up what the 
hopper community has lost but here David Head gives us his appreciation 
of the man in his own words. 
 

 



   
 

Issue Number 127 July  2020 
 

                                                          

                                  Newsletter sponsored by  
. 

   Long standing Hopper pilot Steve Burden sadly passed away in April 
2020. Steve had been a balloon pilot since 1992 and had travelled with his 
balloons and trusted retriever and wife Geli.  
 Steve took an interest in hoppers and finally acquires his own brand 
new Lindstrand 35A in 2004, and had amassed over 300 hours in various 
hoppers including one he purchased and Registered as G-GELI (Colt 31A). 
 Many of you will have known Steve and Geli from various launch 
fields , always approachable, well respected, and a Skilled ambassadors 
for our sport, (particularly in Kirschberg and Metz). 
 Besides Ballooning Steve and Geli also had a passion for Skiing, 
horse riding , rebuilding ancient clock mechanisms and vintage 
motorcycles. 
 Just 5 short weeks after Steve’s passing, Geli who was fighting her 
own illness also succumbed and has now joined steve. Both will be sadly 
missed.  
 

 
 

          Ed Note. Steve was one of those persons , who despite living  
           between Munich and Holland  moved heaven and earth to attend  
               the Annual One Man Meet, often flying to the venue with close  
              friend Phil Hebden who would ferry him around in his private  
                plane. 
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I believe he was a qualified inspector as well and leaves a wide spread of 
friends who will miss his company. 
 

 
 

Steve Burden  
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4,New Balloons / Homebuilding 
 
This selection could have gone in either of the two categories about this 
month , which is why I ended up combining them.  Lina Balcom is a gifted 
lady. On July 9th she posted on Facebook photos of the first inflation of her 
new hopper. Everyone agreed it was an amazing piece of work , it was 
only afterwards it dawned on me that the balloon is actually for a Duo 
Chariot. 
 

 
 

N13LB is a Balcom 54C homebuilt. 
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Here she is clearly delighted with the fruits of her labours 
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I couldn’t deduce how long the project took Lina but she obviously got 
good advice because the final result is a factory fresh looking balloon. 
I’m told the envelope weighs around 100 lbs.  
 
5,Second Hand balloons 
 
Not exactly a balloon for sale but Chris Monk is a commercial balloonist I 
met a long time ago and I bought my first ever envelope directly from 
him. At that time, he told me about a bottom end he had made for 
himself and we featured it in one of the early issues of the magazine. 
Apparently, it is now for sale . 
 

 

 
 

The Hot seat by Chris Monk. 
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There are a couple of things relating to this. Number one , the burner 
gimbles which is useful. Number two , I have no idea what is up for sale for 
and have no way of expressing a valuation because it is a one off and it 
boils down to what are you prepared to pay in order to be able to go 
Annex 1 ballooning. I would suggest if you are interested you go directly 
to Chris to discuss. Hopper bottom ends, by their nature are very rare and 
hardly ever come up for sale inevitably often being sold by word of mouth 
before even entering the marketplace. 
I’d suggest an email to chrismonk1@yahoo.com will be a good starting 
point .   
 
G-HEAL Lindstrand Technologies Series 1-31 
 
Recently come on the market and currently on its third owner is G-HEAL a 
white and black Lindstrand Technologies Series 1-31 hopper envelope. 
Mike Evens has the envelope up for sale with practically no hours on the 
logbook for £7750 . Whist the balloon is lovely ,(I had the pleasure of cold 
inflating it at Longleat), I do question its pricing . 
 The current owner obviously can price it as he sees fit but a lot of 
potential buyers will remember the envelope from its previous sale (at 
auction) from the Exclusive Balloons Longleat sale at a price substantially 
less than it now comes to market with. I think this may deter potential 
buyers. 
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6,Interesting Photos 
 
Recently flown twice since its delivery, Jonathan Smith hasn’t wasted time 
getting used to his new hopper G-CLIB (Cameron O-31). 
 

 
 
 
The photo above was taken by fellow one -manner David Head when the 
pair of them had an early morning jaunt recently. Very dramatic it looks 
too with the early morning mist over Berkshire.  
 The two intrepid flyers have shared time in the air together on a  
    couple of occasions recently, and your editor isn’t jealous at all lol. 
       I will endeavour to shortly join them back in the air soon in my   
           Cameron O-31 whilst not being prolific, there is a need to fly it and  
                keep my recency within the guidelines. 
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Five hoppers flew on the morning of 30th July in the Newbury Area. 
 

 
Stunning photos by Ron Griffin and wife Alison. 
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7,Manufacturer News and Events 
 
Kubicek News  
 
Recent news from UK dealer Douglas Hoddinott and confirmed by the 
factory makes us aware that they are now firmly looking into hoppers. 
They have designed a new 12 gore envelope which compliments the 
original 8 gore. 
In his own words: 

Kubicek Balloons with the help of Doug Hoddinott have designed a 
new type of small envelope designed specifically for the hopper market. 
The EF type is a 12-gore lightweight balloon design which will come in two 
variants, the BB9EF(31,000 cubic foot), and BB12EF (42,000 cubic foot). 
These balloons will increase the hopper envelope offering that Kubicek 
offers which is currently the BB9E and BB12E 8-gore design. 
 

 
 

         Seen here in render form the new EF is on the left with the E on the 
RHS. 
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The balloon has been designed to have a fairly smooth surface area 
which will allow corporate artwork to be applied to the sides. This design 
will be combined with lighter load tapes to reduce the weight of the 
envelope. 
 
The envelopes will also be combined with our lightweight Polyester which 
will give the envelope an estimated lifespan of 400-500 hours. 
 
The new design of envelope is just one of several new ideas Kubicek are 
bringing to the market over the next few months designed for light sport  
Ballooning.  

 
The BBAC and License Transitioning to a LAPL 
 
I have to say here and now I have to be careful what I say about this as it 
winds me up. Paul Spellward (chairman of the BBAC) is on a mission to get 
us all to convert to an EASA LAPL license. I appreciate he has been 
working selflessly on this for a number of years but, I for one, (amongst 
many) are questioning the timing of this effort to convert . The reason for 
this is Brexit and the announcement that the UK CAA will take charge of 
all aspects of aviation after 1st January 2021. Having sat in on Zoom 
conference calls with various regions and in conversation with some very 
learned people in the know, the feelings emerging from the membership 
appears to be that of pilots who want to wait and see what (if anything) 
changes as the CAA distances itself from EASA.    
  
The alternative viewpoint to that currently being thrust upon us by the 
committee is that the UK CAA will continue broadly with the UK system as 
is , and in particular with regard for the medical declaration requirements. 
 
This subject has been discussed on the BBAC forum , with Pauls “assertive 
view” that everything is pretty much set in stone. The trouble with this view   
  is that right now ,nobody actually knows and in my humble opinion the  
    Club officials would be better advised to tell people to sit and wait and 
       see what occurs. 
  I myself , will definitely do nothing before the CAA declares its  
                 position on the subject and I would strongly urge the people in  
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positions of responsibility to listen to the voices of the members over this 
subject. 

Advertisement 

 
 

           Solo Systems actively support Cloudhopper News . 
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8,The Photo section 
 
This section of the Newsletter is dedicated to choices of the Editor who  
tries to bring to you rare and interesting photos which you may not  
necessarily see in normal life and wouldn’t expect to find when  
surfing the internet. 
 

 
 

Jerry Pauline’s latest creation-could be called Butt Ugly 
or possibly Just a bit ugly .size is a 42. 
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And finally 
 
Not normally one for statistics , late July saw us achieve 1525 members on 
Facebook which is a pretty good milestone to achieve. Thanks to 
everyone for your support and please keep spreading the word wider.  
Hoppers are only going to get more and more popular as pilots migrate to 
the most efficient way to fly with the best efficiency for your money. 
 
Submissions may not be the views of The Editor but are as far as possible 
unmodified to retain their authenticity.   
 
Please send all submissions for future editions to Steve.roake33@gmail.com  
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