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Once again welcome to your Newsletter. 
 
In this May edition I have details of Cloudhopper activity 
from three different continents and some reports from 
no less than four different events where significant 
activity using our type of balloons took place.  
 
For your reading this month we have: 
 

• The Outback One Man Meet from Alice Springs 
by Milton Kirkman 

• The Annual Experimental Balloons and Airship 
meet from Post Mills Vermont. 

• Hoppers at Ragley Hall in Warwickshire. 
• The 2nd Temecula Easter Hop. 
• Andy Austin asks “Have we got it all wrong”? 
• Second hand balloon for sale 
• Interesting photos. 
 

 
 

Typical shot from the Outback OMM. 
 
    Please send to me your items for inclusion in future editions of the  
       newsletter to the email address below. Without any more waiting let’s  
           get into the newsletter 
 
                      Steve Roake- Editor: Steve.roake33@gmail.com 
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1, Ed Speak- Wowzah! 
 
Here we are again, nearing the end of May and suddenly the hopper 
world has just burst into life all of a sudden. Just as quickly as saying that 
…bam it has happened. 
Personally, I’m excited!  I love it when I have plenty of news to tell you all 
and even I’m ready to start my flying this year, kicking off with the Black 
Horse balloon Club Solo Meet on June 1st. My last flight, (let alone hopper 
flight), was back in October at the One Man Meet and sometimes you 
ned a break to rekindle the enthusiasm and refocus on what it is about 
flying that makes you do it.  Can’t say I’ve missed not flying, just haven’t 
had the spark to go and get airborne until now and once again hearing 
about these great events stirs the soul in your loins. 
 For example. Take the Brain Bolland Airship and Balloon 
experimental meet over in Post Mills Vermont. It is simply one of the best 
experiences of my ballooning life. Firstly, the countryside is fabulous with 
some of the nicest foliage and topography in the USA, secondly the 
welcome you get is sincere, warm, welcoming and humbling. Thirdly you 
see everything that others have been working on and it simply inspires you 
by witnessing what others have achieved. Then there is the uniqueness of 
Brian’s Barn which is a sight for sore eyes. There is no way you are 
prepared for what you are about to see. It simply belies belief.  Add all of 
the above factors together and you have the recipe for one of the 
greatest experiences of your life (and this is me talking about it three years 
after the event!)  
 There is absolutely no doubt I will return in the future to this iconic 
event, I just hope it is soon. Then you consider Temecula. This is another no 
nonsense, turn up and fly event which is growing in both numbers and 
stature. Details of the event follow later in this edition but it’s another one 
that is definitely on my bucket list of things to do. 
 Then let’s talk about the Outback Aussy Hop. This year alone they 
   attracted three new hoppers and it seems to be the go to event in the  
     southern hemisphere. Our review of the event comes from brand new  
         hopper owner Milton Kirkman. Finally, seven hoppers at Ragley Hall in  
           the Midlands.  
         Life is sweet, let’s all go hop!  Steve Roake 
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2, Essential Extras –  
 
Unfortunately, there is nothing relevant for this section on this occasion. 
 
3, The Features Section. -  
 
The Midlands Balloon Festival  
 
Ragley Hall is the ancestral home of Henry Seymour who just happens to 
be the 9th Marquess of Hertford and has been in the same family hands for 
some impressive 300years. Set in Alcester, some eight miles west of 
Stratford upon Avon in the Midlands this impressive Home is set in 450 
acres of gardens and parklands and as such is a perfect venue for a 
balloon festival. 

 
 

G-CEWF Jacobs V35 was one of the seven hoppers present. 
Photo by Bob Garnett. 
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 With near on perfect flying conditions the massive entry list included 
seven cloudhoppers and all five flying slots were achieved with some 
pilots performing boxes over the land. Luckily for us Derek Maltby flew his 
Cameron O-31at the event and agreed to write up his experiences at the 
event for cloudhopper news.  I had intended to include a nice 
atmospheric photo of a hopper in front of the fabulous house but I’m told 
that the launch field was away from the house and as such nothing flew 
close to it. Plenty of photos of the seven hoppers that attended were 
posted on Facebook, and a couple are included here.  
 

 
 

 
G-CIET LBL 31A, another by Bob Garnett. 
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Hopping Around Ragley Hall by Derek Maltby 
 
You don’t often go to a balloon meet expecting to fly all the slots, 
especially if you took a hopper.  We all know that frequently we would be 
happy with flying just one of the opportunities.  Not so Ragley Hall, the first 
Midlands Air Festival combining ballooning with lots of other aviation 
displays for us to marvel at when we were relaxing between flights. 

Well, I’ve been to many hot air balloon fiestas in my time but in my 
30 years of ballooning, this was by far the most relaxed and enjoyable to 
participate in and to also be a spectator at to watch other wonderful 
flying displays. 

 

 
Derek in G-CJRK his Cameron O-31. 

 
    We were fortunate that the balloon director Colin Butter ordered the  
     perfect weather and right on queue the high pressure was building  
          and it appeared to be eminently ‘flyable’ weather for the whole  
               weekend.  It arrived for a perfect slow mass launch of balloons,  
                    including special shapes on the Friday evening.  
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 The crowd were there in the masses for the flights and the nightglow to 
follow. I was able to bob along the crowd line with my hopper, just above 
them with my super soaker at the ready; the crowd loved it and the 
children especially!  We then flew on about four miles to the west.   

There was some challenging map reading to avoid the few SA’s we 
were heading towards and although avoided, some local farmers didn’t 
appreciate the mass of balloons flying over their livestock.  Once again, 
Martyn Jeynes the LRO for the meet came to the rescue and had gates 
unlocked for those flying balloons with baskets to avoid carry-outs.  I was 
able to dismantle ‘Jerky’ my Cameron Z-31 easily and walk it to the gate.  
The envelope is light enough, even with artwork for one person to take this 
on their shoulder! 

 

 
  Ragley Hall from above. 

 
That evening there was a balloon nightglow once again in perfect  

           conditions but this was accompanied by something unique that I  
               had never seen before.  A pair of powered gliders, which were  
                      illuminated along their sides with beautiful coloured lights  
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looping the loop as they let off numerous fireworks from their wing tips in 
beautiful formation.  This was truly spectacular and difficult to describe to 
get the full effect we witnessed but the most impressive a display I have 
ever seen. 

The next mornings’ flight was idyllic, with next to no wind and 
‘boxes’ of sorts able to be flown.  All the balloons be bobbed around for 
nearly an hour without leaving the grounds of the beautiful estate of 
Ragley Hall with much bravado, micky taking and fun being experienced 
by all the pilots; this is ballooning at its best.  No competitions, no large 
commercial operators with hordes of passengers, no TV tethering slots 
where the private balloonists are relegated to the far areas of the launch 
site to make way for those more important.  We were all there just to have 
fun and we certainly did! 

That afternoon we were treated to a wonderful display of fixed wing 
aviation including spitfires, flying boats, biplanes in formation, fast jets and 
the multitude of other planes I didn’t recognise.  All of this watching with 
the beer in hand from the comfort outside of our caravan, which was 
sited amongst other balloonists’ tents overlooking the nearby lake. 

That evening we had another perfect flight this time to the north 
west which took us 5- 6 miles from the launch site but once again 
perfectly flyable at around a maximum of 7 knots and lovely fields for 
landing with welcoming hosts. 

 That evening we were treated to a wonderful hot meal and 
free alcohol and then to our own bespoke balloonists display by one of 
the powered gliders, which once again looped the loop whilst detonating 
fireworks from the wingtips.  We were spoilt rotten; it was fantastic! 

The following morning’s flight was the one to crown them all with                  
much better ‘box winds’ being present to fly up and down around and  
   around the launch site and grounds numerous times including over the  
      huge lake (although we were all under the strict instructions not to  
          splash and dash due to some algae that was present in the  
                water). 
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That was four out of four slots I had flown in Jerky my hopper who was 
celebrating one its first birthday that weekend so I decided to offer my 
services to retrieve for the Sunday evening flight and ‘have a rest’! 

Many of you will have seen Facebook and other sites of images and 
video from those who were there ‘gushing’ about the event and the 
superb organisation by James McDonald and his team (including his mum 
and dad). It is fair to say, this was no exaggeration. Of course, the 
weather also helps to make any balloon meet but this one had all the 
correct ingredients of weather, organisation, no commercial pressures to 
fly, balloonists who were up for having fun with each other and displays of 
aircraft you would pay a fortune to watch! 

Judging by the feedback I have heard, we all want to be there 
again next year; it was such a pleasure to be a part of this time!  Thank 
you to all of you who made it possible. 
 
Derek Maltby 
 
The Brian Bolland Airship and Balloon Experimental Meet 
 
The Annual Brian Bolland Balloon and Airship Experimental Meet took 
place in Post Mills Vermont in late May with typical lovely weather and 
loads of lovely photos posted on Facebook making everyone who wasn’t 
there jealous. 
 This really is an exceptional gathering of like-minded Pilots and 
crews and even for me (some three years on), I identify with everything 
that it stands for. I wanted to get a personal view of the event by 
someone who is fresh to the experience and asked Adam Barrow from 
Australia who went to write for us about his experiences. Unfortunately 
(and one reason why the newsletter has been delayed), Adam hasn’t  
   been able to find time to write up his experience. I am hoping he will still  
       do so and if this happens I will include it next month. Some people  
         from the UK also travelled to the event and Andy Austin’s alternative  
             view is listed elsewhere in this magazine.  
         I understand there was some rain during the event but in true  
                         Brian Bolland style, I think he still flew unperturbed.  
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With all of these things, a photo says a thousand words so to get a real 
flavour of the thing I’ve included a few below. 
 

 
 

Beautiful Vermont scenery -photo by Jim Rogers. 
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Whilst predominantly a hopper meet, any home-built craft is allowed. 
 

 
 

                The event saw the first outing of Paul Stumpf’s new balloon and 
                    as ever, like all of his designs, it looked amazing. More on it 

    later. 
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The Outback One Man Meet -by Milton Kirkman. 
 
5 Hoppers, 1 Chariot and a gate crashing 105 descended upon (or 
above) Alice springs for the second Out Back One Man Meet. 4 x 42s 1 x 
Cameron O-31, 1x Cameron O-26, the 105 and Outback Ballooning’s 350 
managed to take-off together for all 4 days of the meet with spectacular 
weather and favourable winds. 
 

 
 
Elly and I arrived a couple of days early so we could get out ships 
together and make sure we knew where all the pins and straps and 
karabiners went before the meet started so we didn’t look like complete 
novices when the ‘experienced’ hoppers arrived.  
It was a 3-day, 2-night journey from Coffs Harbour on the VW.  It was a 
Tetris pack job trying to get both our hoppers and John Wallingtons 
chariot into the back of the van but we got there in the end. Keep in mind  
  we had to sleep in the van on the way to Alice so a bit of thought had to  
       go into the loading of all our gear as well. 
               Driving at night in the Outback is treacherous with Kangaroos wild  

      goats and wild pigs around every corner, on the sides of the  
        road, the  middle of the road and not very ‘road savvy’  
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 Anyone trying to do the speed limit at night or dusk (the danger hour) 
was likely to end up in hospital or walking. Countless ‘roo struck’ cars and 
‘car struck’ roos littered the highway, to Alice. The trick was to follow an 
outback ‘Road train’ with super bright headlights and ‘Roo Bars’ that way 
the path was clear and you felt a modicum of safety. 
 

 
 
A total of 6 flights each during our time there was awesome and we 
absolutely loved the freedom of the hoppers. Most welcoming was the 
sheer joy and solitude of enjoying the entire flight without having to 
answer a single question or give commentary, which is a given in our daily 
lives as commercial balloon pilots. Ahhh…. the peace. 
 Elly, (who was a hopper newcomer), was quite surprised that the feeling 
of being suspended under a balloon in a harness was not really foreign to 
her as we both have many skydives under our belts and strapped into a  
 hopper is very similar to being suspended under a parachute. Although  
    the hopper seats are a little more comfortable.  
        The flying area is South of Alice Springs out past the airport and  
       some of us managed to see Kangaroos in the Wild as well as  
          Brumbies (Outback Horses) in flight, so we knew we were definitely in  
              Outback Australia. The night skies and sunrises in the Outback are  
                     spectacular. 
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Altogether we were 14 Pilots and enthusiasts from all over Australia. 
Nathan Allen managed to fracture his foot quite badly and was unable to 
fly his hopper so he brought his drone instead and got some great 
footage, 
 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xU9B4kfFzhA&feature=youtu.be)  
 
and Paul Gianniotis was our unofficial meet photographer. On one day 
the local newspaper came out to join us and ran a great little story for the 
local newspaper. We all managed to land very close together on the  
flights which really was a must, as we all shared just the one trailer. 
On the evening before the last flight Jason Livingston of Outback  
Ballooning organised a BBQ at his place so we could ‘talk flames’  
 and organise the next Outback One Man Meet. 
     Every day had light winds with Katabatic conditions that made for  
     awesome flights with lots of low level flying and boxing, so great  
         steerage. 
             We must give a very big Thank you to Jason and Andrea of  
                  Outback Ballooning for donating a trailer and bus to carry all of  
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us and our gear as well as organising airport pick-ups and drop offs for 
those that needed it. Also, to our Driver/Crew for the meet, Brett. Duncan 
for flying the Commercial pax so Jason could come play! We are looking 
forward to making this a Bi-Annual event and can’t wait to get back to 
the red centre. Halfway to Everywhere and the Centre of Everything…. 
Watch this space! 
 
Milton Kirkman. 
 
Andy Austin attended the Brian Bolland Airship and Balloon Experimental 
Meet recently and asks a question. 
 
Have we got it all Wrong? 
 
 
I was recently privileged to attend the Brian Boland experimental meeting 
in Vermont.  I am not sure what I expected but in fact it left me inspired 
with so many innovative and to me, exciting ideas. 
 The big message to me was our European equipment is too big and 
heavy?  The moment I arrived at the first flight I was invited to help a team 
to crew, I looked at the envelope bag and estimated it was maybe a 42. 
 There were three people and they needed crew? 

 Never mind I thought as I was happy to make new friends and help 
out. It transpired that it was in fact a very lightweight 77. All three people 
climbed in and then they invited me to fly as well! 

 So, 4 of us flew in what I had originally guessed was a 42, the kit was 
so lightweight that we were easily lifted into the heavens above Vermont 
without any problem at all.   
I flew for the first 15 minutes and the handmade 77 floated as well if  
not maybe even better than anything I have ever flown.  We flew a  
total of 55 minutes and used 11 US gallons or 42 litres of propane. 
So, from a one-man hopper prospective you can imagine, the  
envelope bags were tiny, the collapsible baskets could very  easily be  
    lifted with one person and a very good time was had by all. Meanwhile  
       at home I have a first class 90 with all the top spec kit that frankly   
          weighs far too much and is far too big, I normally fly me plus 2.  To  
               my European friends I apologise as I believe that we have got  
                    sport ballooning all wrong.   
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Interesting Tale by Andy Austin – Many Thanks. 
 
 
      The 2nd Annual Temecula Easter Hop – By Ernie Hartt. 
 
         This year's Temecula Easter Hop was a great success and  
             expanded to 2 days of the Easter weekend from just Easter  
                   Sunday last year! Although we didn’t have quite as many   
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 balloons as last year, we had 5 'Hoppers in the air on Saturday and 6 on 
Sunday, while a 7th was going to tether Sunday, but had a fuel leak. 
Great flights were had by all both days. 
 

 
 
 Several of the pilots made it to the target on Saturday, and Saturday’s 
pilots were provided with Peeps to throw at the target, and first year Hop 
pilot Tom Keller won the coveted Easter Basket prize. Unfortunately, the 
Easter Bunny was very busy Saturday night in to Sunday morning, and 
forgot to bring out more peeps for Sunday’s pilots, and must have 
dropped the prize basket off at someone else’s house, as it was nowhere 
to be seen, but a couple of pilots made it back to the launch site and 
managed to throw their left-over Peeps. 
 
Saturday’s ‘Hopper pilots were Tom Keller, Pat McGrath, John Ninomiya, 
Margaret Rose Breffeilh and Ernie Hartt. All but Margaret flew Sunday as 
well and were joined in the sky by Dan Walsh and Karalyn Mumm, and on  
attempted tether by Kristina Anhalt.  
4 of last year’s Hop pilots were unable to Hop, although Toby Brown  
flew with us on Saturday in his new-to-him Cameron 77K basket 
   balloon, and Jerry Paulin was kind enough to loan me his ‘Hopper  
       to fly while he vacationed in Belize, allowing Margaret and then   
           Karalyn to fly my ‘Hopper Twist & Shout. A huge “Thank You” to the 
                  crew who came from near and far to help out. 
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Make your plans now for next year and the 3rd annual Temecula Easter 
Hop, Saturday and Sunday, 20 and 21 April 2019. 
 And if you don’t have anything planned for the weekend after the July  
  4th holiday, think about coming to Driggs, Idaho for Hoppers & Friends, 7 
    & 8 July. Contact Ernie Hartt for details. 
 
 Ernie Hartt 
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  4, Homebuilding Section-  
 

 
 

The New Paul Stumpf Balloon 
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Debuted at the recent Brian Bolland experimental Airship and balloon 
meet, this is the new Paul Stumpf hopper. Paul says,” This is my new 54k 
super lightweight Chariot. Envelope weighs 95lbs and is constructed of 1.3 
oz fabric. Lower end utilizes a 20-gallon horizontal tank with a bench seat, 
and the entire lower end with tank, seat, burner and load ring weighs 73 
lbs (without fuel)”. The balloon uses a previous Stumpf registration and is  
N5016N. 
 

 
 

Photo by Paul Stumpf 
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Advertisement 
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5 Interesting Photos 
 

 
 

G-STBT Cameron N-42 photo by Daniel Sjokvist 
 

            Getting a new C of A recently was G-STBT the Swedish Based  
                Cameron N-42. This little used hopper is based in Orebro Sweden. 
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Another rarish hopper recently out for a flight is G-PIXE the Colt 31A cloudhopper  
Belonging to Dave Mc Cutcheon. Named “Chariot of Fire”, having discussed the 
rarity of this and G-HTEC (both owned by Dave), we are hopeful of getting the 
two tethered at the Forthcoming Bedale Balloon meet in Yorkshire in a few 
week’s time. 
 

 
 

G-PIXE Colt31A photo with thanks Dave McCutcheon 
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6, New Allocations This Month / Changes of Ownership 
 
There are no apparent new cloudhoppers on the UK register of note this month. 
However, changes of ownership still continue apace. G-CICO Ultramagic H-42 
has gone to the USA but is as yet unregistered.  

 
Advertisement 

 

 
Cameron “Stock Hopper” for sale, exclusively to Cloudhoppers.org  
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Following on from our success with selling G-CKTW, we have now a 
second “stock Hopper” offering for you our viewers. In this case the 
specially designed option is a creation of your editor who submitted the 
design for approval by Cameron Balloons. 
This specific design retails at our unique price point of £8670 which 
includes the price of the scoop and VAT payment. Clearly this represents 
a decent percentage saving compared with the list prices which have 
just been revised for 2018. 
To purchase the above offering please contact Cameron Balloons 
directly on +44(0)117 9637216 and ask to speak to either Craig or Simon. 
 
Second Hand Movements 
 
Another month and another hopper is available for sale with low hours. 
This time around the object in question is a complete kit. This time around 
the balloon in question is G-CIOV Ultramafic H-31 which is currently with 
Glenn Board in Spain. It currently has only 5 flights in the logbook on this 
2015 built hopper.   

 
 

Photo with thanks to Graham Bann. 
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Another hopper for sale with even less hours on it is G-HTEC Cameron Z-31 
Which belongs currently to Dave McCutcheon. In his four years of 
ownership, this 37kg weight envelope has done one flight of one-hour 
duration. 
 

 
 

G-HTEC Cameron Z-31 photo by Dave McCutcheon. 
 
7. Gallery Pages – 
 
Your Editor’s choice of new and interesting hoppers and duo’s active in 
the world of ballooning right now. There have been quite a few recent  
   flights and so the photos available for this section have increased quite  
       dramatically in the last few days, but as I’m now running at least six  
          days late from when I wanted to publish this edition I think I will  
              restrict this month’s gallery offerings to one photograph which  
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 should hopefully wet your appetites for the report in the next   instalment. 
This photo was taken at the recent Black Horse Balloon club “solo meet”. 
 
 

 
 
Featuring Cameron O-types, G-MOUZ, CIJJ and CJWY and Thunder Ax4-
31 G-LORY take off from a site in Westcott Bucks. Photo by Jim Findlay. 
 
8, Manufacturer / Event News/ Industry News 
 
The only item of note with regard to industry news is that from now on, Ex 
LBL Titanium cylinders are no longer supported by Cameron Balloons. I  
 think there has been for a while now a very limited supply of these and 
   whenever they have periodically come up for sale, they have sold for  
       premium prices very quickly.   
             

    Facebook membership continues to rise with the current level of 
            1200 current and still rising. Let’s hope this trend continues. 
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 All articles for inclusion in future issues will be gratefully received by   
 your Editor. Please forward them to steve.roake33@gmail.com   
 and feedback good, bad or indifferent is always welcome. 
 
                  Views aired by contributors may not be those of the Editor. 
                          Safe and happy hopping!   Steve Roake. 
 
For all previous newsletters visit www.cloudhoppers.org/Newsletters. 
 
© Cloudhoppers.org   Issue Number 105       May 2018 


